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STADIS ////////////////////////// 

AF DISTRIBUTION ONLY 

DEPARTMENT FOR AF/W 
DAKAR FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR GA US 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE RE GAMBIAN ELECTION 

1 . RECOMMEND AF CONSIDER SENDING APPROPRIATE USG SPECIAL 
MESSAGE FOLLOWING GAMBIAN ELECTION APRIL 4, 5 TO NEWLY ELECTED 
PRESIDENT. THIS WOULD REPRESENT UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO SIGNAL 
U.S. RECOGNITION OF AFRICAN COUNTRY WHICH GENUINELY PRACTICES 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES, AS WE VIEW THEM. PRESIDENT JAWARA WAS 
TOUCHED BY WARMNESS PRESIDENT CARTER'S RESPONSES TO MESSAGES 
GAMBIAN PRESIDENT SENT BOTH ON ELECTION AND 
INAUGURATION OF PRESIDENT CARTER. 

2. REALIZE THATPAST PRACTICE HAS BEEN TO CONFINE WHITE HOUSE 
MESSAGES TO NATIONAL DAYS ONLY, BUT GOOD CASE CAN BE MADE FOR 
EXCEPTION IN THIS CASE. 

WY GANT 
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